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About The Author

After working for nearly 30 years in a challenging technological environment, Brian
Stephens now lives and works in the Languedoc Roussillon region of Southern France.
Since moving to France he has been involved with developing a new web design business
which is supplemented by his Internet marketing and blog writing activities.

Brian has created and published a humber of blogs on the Internet using both the free
blogger platform provided by Google and by registering his own domains to support his
independent WordPress blogs.

This eBook has been written to provide a step by step procedure which can be used as a
general guide to anyone who wants to register their own domain name, create a new
WordPress blog and publish it independently on the Internet.

There are many benefits to taking this approach when blog writing, not least of which is
maintaining full ownership over the content material and value of the blog.

Using and Sharing this eBook
You are welcome to use and share this eBook, at your own risk and with whomever you
wish, this includes posting it on websites, blogs or passing it on via email or any other
suitable media.

The information has been provided in good faith for the purpose of assisting people to
create their own independent WordPress blogs. You cannot change the information
contained within it in any way and especially not for the purposes of claiming it as your
own or to try and sell it for commercial gain.
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Domain Registration

The process of registering a domain name in terms of physically going on line and making
a purchase is actually relatively straight forward. The hard part is coming up with a
unique name that is likely to attract traffic to your site. Making the name match a high
inquiry search term is one means of attracting traffic, particularly if there is not a high
level of competition for the term selected. For advice on how to choose a domain name
visit 'A Good Time is Blog Time' and look under the category Keyword Optimization.

Once you have decided on a domain name you will want to find out if it is available and
how much it costs.

My favorite place for registering domain names is:

bt

et

This is a UK based company that offers all the standard tld's (top level domain) such as
.com, .co,.uk, .eu etc. All you need to do is to enter the domain name you want after the
www. in the search box and click on search. The results will show you what is available,
what is taken and how much the TLD costs. Cost depends on the type of TLD and the
number of years you are paying for before the registration needs to be renewed. Note: you
do not actually own the domain name and if you do not renew at the required time, it can
be sold on to a 3™ party

Check the option you require next to select and click on ‘add to basket' , remember to
uncheck any you don't want.

When you are ready to pay click on ‘Go to
Checkout’, and follow the payment
instructions.



http://blogaude.com/website-search-optimization-keyword-phrases/
http://blogaude.com/
http://www.123-reg.co.uk/affiliate2.cgi?id=AF762486

Creating and Publishing a WordPress Blog

Own Domain Version

Remember not to include a tld as part of the name if you want a ful-l"lis_,t of _a\-/a.i-lable
options, only select them using the check boxes after you done your search.

If the results indicate that a domain is already taken but can be transferred that just
means someone owns it but that the domain registration can be transferred to 123-reg.
So if you are not the owner then you obviously cannot transfer it.
If you prefer to register a domain in Europe or the USA then two good options are:

» http://www.europeregistry.com/ for Europe

« http://www.godaddy.com/ for the USA

The process for finding available top level domain names is pretty much the same
wherever you choose to register but the controlling body will be different and there may
be some local requirements that have to be fulfilled to register some of the specific
options.

Note: depending on the host you decide to use you may need to redirect the domain
name to different nhamed servers than the ones allocated. This is so that when the
hosting company you eventually select is used, that the website can be found via its URL.

The named server is effectively the address for the physical location of the files on the
server of the host you choose.

Also bear in mind that search engines tend to return sites registered in a particular
country's search results ahead of sites registered elsewhere. So if you are targeting a
particular geographic location it's a good idea to register your site in that location.

My preferred host is a company called Hostgator and you can see my reasons why by
clicking on their name which | have made into a link.
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123-reg is another excellent 'value for
money' domain registration option but was not
originally considered to be as well suited to hosting for -
blogs as say HostGator who are my number one hosting choice and one that meets all
the hosting requirements you are ever likely to need as a blogger, or website designer for
that matter.

123-reg have now upgraded some of their hosting options and their 'Plus’ package does
now offer 1 click WordPress support, so for simplicity's sake you may decide that using
them for your hosting is a good option, your choice at the end of the day.

The package is certainly affordable and you don't need to redirect the named servers if
you decide to both register your domain with them and host with them.

Remember when you purchase your hosting, to keep a note of the user name you select
and your password as you will need these to access the control panel at a later time.

They should be sent to you via an email from your company of choice, but it is a good
idea to make a note of them in hard copy as well, just in case something goes wrong
with your PC or you lose the email.

Have a look at the web hosting options available on the next page and then make your
decision as to which domain registration and web hosting package is the best for you.

If you decide to go with an alternative hosting package, then make sure it offers all the
tools that you will need as a blogger, including a simple means of installing Wordpress .

Specifically a means of creating your blog and then a means of updating and maintaining
it, ideally beyond standard features.
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Web Hosting Options

The first hosting package of choice is HostGator:

A key feature of any web hosting package you choose for blogging is that you have access
to the 'Fantastico’ function that comes as a part of ‘Control Panel'.

Fantastico is the 'control panel’ feature that is used to upload the WordPress functionality
onto your hosting server under the domain name you have selected and makes the
process of creating and setting up your WordPress blog very easy.

Without going into too much detail, there are other features that will also be required
such as .php support for example, so selecting the recommended web hosting suppliers
will mean that you can be pretty confident all your blogging needs will be met.

It is worth noting that for HostGator the prices offered per month are only typically
available if you purchase 3 years in advance. If you find that a little daunting then you
may want to consider going through a reseller hosting service that offers the same
facilities but usually at a reduced rate or time period. Bit like using a retailer rather than
a wholesaler.

123-reg is also a good value for money hosting package as long as you are not overly
concerned with having the control panel option available. Certainly the one click
WordPress feature makes creating a WordPress blog pretty straightforward and removes
the need for using Fantastico via the control panel.
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Getting Your Blog Published

Assuming you have chosen to register your blog domain name and host it on 'Hostgator’,
the next stage is to create a WordPress blog using the Fantastico facility available
through the control panel that comes as a part of your package.

To access the control panel you type your domain name into the address bar of your
browser e.g. http:// then yourdomain.com/cpanel and press return.

Next you will get a login box:

Lo ] [Leone |

You need to enter the user name and password that you created when you purchased the
hosting package. Then click on 'OK'.

The control panel will open and you will get a screen asking if you need help, just click
on 'No I'm fine'".

Now you can scroll down to find the 'Software/Services' box which contains the
'Fantastico De Luxe' icon.
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Software [ Services

= & B o e

CGI Center Site Perl PHP PEAR PHP RubyGems Ruby an
Software Modules Packages Configuration Rails
Lo a 1> Fantastico De
php.ini Increasa Fantastico L“xg
QuickConfig Website D Luxe
Traffic

Click on the 'Fantastico’ icon to open the next screen.

R @

Contral Fantastico

Select Wordpress

Panel
Fantastico
Nﬂvi-@ut'ic-n
. me“:u H-ol'l'l.- Use Fantastico to automatically install any of the geripts listed on the left.

Installing any script will use gne of your available MyS(HL databases.

© Control Panel Home Removing any script will free up one of your used MySCHL databases.

Blogs Click on any of the items on the left to get more datalls,

= "I f“’f:::"““ UPDATE NOW!

Following installations are not up-to-date, Keep your installations secure
WardPress and up-to-date and ensure that future versions of Fantastico will be abile
e maintain your installations by updating now,

il

Classifieds
' Hoahs Classifieds WordPrass
Location Installed Version Upgrade Link
[T P i | [ ——— blogaude. comy R sqrade ke 2 6.5

Click on 'Wordpress' under the 'Blogs’ section.
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On the next screen you need to click
on the 'new installation option.

Control Fantastico

Pane|

WaordPress

Havigation

 Fantastico Home _ WordPress

Short deseription: WordPress is a blegging software with a focus on

- Blogs ease of wsa, elegance, performance, and standards with a huge selection
© bZevolution of themes and plugins.
M S Homepage: http:.fwordpress.ooQ)
8 WordPress
WordPress support forum

Classifieds support forsm)
' Moahs Classifieds MNew Installation (2.5.6) C“-l:ll On new

Content Management Disk space available: SOSE22.5 MB installation

When you click on new installation you will get a form to fill in, complete the form as
follows:

Once you have done this, you are ready to install.
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Click on 'Install WordPress'

WordPress

Install WordPrass (1/32)

Installation location

Install
d::nlinan ........... ivl

Install in | =
e — Leave this blank
Leave emply bo install in the rook directary of the domain (access
example: hitp://damain/).

Enter anly the directary name to inztall in & directary (for http:f fdemain
[name/ enter name only). Thiz directory SHOULD NOT axisk, it will be
automatically created!

Admin access data

bdministrator- li Put in a user

UEgrnamsa name here
{vouw need

this to enter
the protected
admin areal

Password [— Fl'l ytll.lr EIIII‘I_II
{you naad J

this to anter passwnrd here
tha protected

admin area)

E-a“.- configuration You can |I|.|t
e | 2 nickname
?:or:irne:r;:r - [admin@yourdnmain.wn'I| TheRE of Just
SRa AR |'~f'uur|‘~.|.aw Blog | admin name
Deszeription | |

l Install WaordPress ]

At the next screen you just click on 'Finish
Installation' and you are done.
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Using the WP-Admin Function

Once you have WordPress installed you can now access the WP-Admin function via your
web browser. Enter your domain name in the URL address bar of your browser as you did
to access control panel but this time instead of typing '/cpanel’ you type '/wp-admin’ as
the suffix. This will take you to the WP login, enter the user name and password you
created when installing WordPress earlier, you can check 'remember me' as well if you
want to for future access. Then click 'Log In'.

@WORDPRESS

Username
Password

O rRemember Me Log In

Register | Lost your password?
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At the next screen the area you are
interested in is the 'Appearance’ box, this is where
you can add more themes, select a theme of choice and
adopt it for your blog.

{i} Dashboard -
B Manage Themes Install Themes

& Posts
) Media
& Links scarlett

n
|1_'| - By jingond designs Ergion

ages
@ Comments () Afrpe prémium magazing wp heme fom jinsona sesigns
@ Ads Customize mons: Widgets | Menus | Scarett Optigns

Use ‘Appearance’ to
add or select a

T Appearance

Themes

Widgels

s ; theme for your blog.
E:;c;:rumn! Available Themes

4%, Users o

T} Toals - Tesety 1
I oo oY T i

If you select the'lnstall Themes' tab next to manage themes, you will get a search option
which you can use to find additional themes. It actually allows you to select from a list
of features you would like by clicking the check boxes. This is a bit hit or miss,
sometimes you get the results you were looking for and other times you don't.

If you don't find what you are looking for, you can use a search engine and look for 'free
WordPress templates’, you will find absolutely loads of themes to choose from. The norm
is that you can view and download a theme that grabs your imagination. Then all you
have to do is upload it to your server so that you can activate it as your live option.

The files are normally all in a zipped up folder
which Wordpress can 'upload' and then
automatically install, all from the ‘Install
Themes' tab.



http://blogaude.com/

The Long Way of Getting
a New Theme onto Your Server

When you find your new theme and download it to your PC, it will be normally be saved
as a .zip file. Go to the directory you downloaded it to using ‘Windows Explorer' and
double click the .zip file to open it up. You should then be able to see the folder that
contains the theme files. Use the 'Extract all files' option to place the folder in a location
you can find, 'temp’ is a good choice.

File wnad Fodder Tasks o
| 1 Seloct o Detlinlion ]
Ll e B Bk g iy s T vy wll b qncraceesd B0 e incation you
Ty o e fokes snzecs
X Doele ¥ ol
— Sinined w Foer B0 mebmct Sl B
B - — Fagg vl bt Bed o i ety

Othary Flaces

L Documinta ard) Selirnga'D e o
[ Dowrioad

£} Hy Dedumenti
2 e Decumit
W oy gt Pl

Now you can use Cpanel to upload the directory to
your server.
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Access Cpanel as previously
described using the '/cpanel suffix in
you browser address bar. This time you will be

using the 'Files' option and specifically 'File Manager

=
F i] e
e L € @
Legacy Fle  Webiwsk  Dusk Space FTP
Lhzage Accounts

& S

Backups Backup

Select “file manager’

FTP Session Angnymous
Contral FTP
Navigate to your domain directory, the path is normally:

public_html/yourdomain.com/wp-content/themes/

This is the directory you want to be in to upload your new theme. Now all you do is click
on 'Upload'

File Manager

> — - cy
0w W o =

Mieve Filg St oy Mosne File
Fodder

sl R = 2

Upicad llDownicad  Delete Rename (3

] fpublic_html/blogaude.comywp-of

tenty; @y Home KE Up One Level 49 Ba

BT blogaude.com

Hams
cgl-bin With themes Oy | Arews
# A wpadmin Selected click
=5 wp-conten: 0N Upload Flasse
B3 plugins default
(S} — setect Tsfmem | oo
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Use the 'Browse' option to locate the :

extracted directory for your chosen theme,
select it and click on 'Open’. The file will now upload
into the 'themes' directory. Use the 'Back to' option to go back
to file manager and check the files are in fact there.

Maximum File Size allowed for upload: 25 MB

YNease select files to upload to {pmlic_hmﬂmydumain.mﬂnp-mlmw\emas

Dverwrite existing files: O

@ Ad

Back to /home/brianrsl/pul

That is it, you can now return to the wp-admin screen and select the theme from the
available options.

OK | admit it, there is a quicker and much easier way to get a .zip file onto your server,
which | will now tell you about. But this has been a very useful exercise as it has
demonstrated to you how you go about getting any file you want onto your server. For
example if you wanted to offer an eBook you could upload the file using this method and
provide a URL path to it. There are also lots of other reasons why you might want to add
content to your blog in this way. So knowing how to do it this way is very useful.
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The Quick Way to Upload
a New Theme

(i} Dashboard — _ =
B Manage Themes Install Themes
# Posts T
:ﬂ Media Current Theme
& Links scarlett
11
Byjingona designg  Versio
] Pages
= Commenis ) Afrie prémium magazing wp illme fom jinsona designs
&5 Ads Cuslomige  OFTIONS Menys | Scarkett Options

.| Appearance

— Select ‘Install Themes’

Widgets
Megnus

Scaflett Oplions
Ecdor

£F Plugins Available Themes

&, Users
T} Tools

— o ——

=L W= =T | i

(57 Senings
Now select upload

&7 Install Themes

Upload

Search for thjmes by keyword, author, or tag.

Search Featured | Newest | Recently Updated

i 1
Termmn %/ Search
=l

Select ‘Upload’
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When you click on upload you get
a 'Browse’ option. Navigate to the .zip file and
select 'Open’ then click on ‘Install Now'.

Search | Upload | Featured | Newest | Recently Updated

Install a theme in .zip format
If you have a theme in a .zip format, you may install it by uploading it here.

| | Browse. | | Install Now

The program will extract the files and place them in your theme options, you can then
click ‘activate' to make it the current theme.

Fotofolio 1.0.5 by
Wordspop.com

Wordpress Theme for Photography
lovers, Graphic Designers, of even a
Drawer, By: Pupung Budi Purnama.

Activate | Preview | Delete

All of this theme's files are located in
/themes/fotofolio .
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So yes this is a very good choice for
uploading the various options that are
configured for WordPress blogs. Adding new plugins can
often be done this way also; or you can search for them in the
add new screen.

If you want to find out more about customising your theme further you can find out how
to do that by visiting How to Customise WordPress Themes

General Settings and Recommendations

Once you have your blog installed it is worth taking some time to work through the
Settings options and configure your set up.

General

This is fairly intuitive just make sure you have filled in all the boxes and set the fields as
required. In the Tagline' description try and include your primary keyword phrase for the
blog.

Writing

It is a good idea to check the XML-RPC box if you want to automate adding posts via a 3"
party software package. Doesn't hurt to do this even if you decide you are not going to
use it.

Under 'Update Services' you can add ping details, this means these services will be
automatically updated when you post on your blog. The list below is a good sample of
services.

http://rpc.pingomatic.com/ http://rpc.technorati.com/rpc/ping
http://blogsearch.google.com/ping/RPC2 http://api.my.yahoo.com/RPC2
http://ping.feedburner.com http://ping.weblogalot.com/rpc.php

You may need to register with some of these services for them to work, others will
accept the ping without registration so to be sure it would be worth taking a little time
to register. You can then also enhance your web
profile by registering and participating with some of
the better known sites.
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Reading

This can be arranged as per your preferences,

some people decide to only show 1 post per page for
example.

Discussion

Again configure as per your requirements but note that moderating comments is always a
good idea. Spammers will have a field day with you if you allow comments without
moderation and you could end up with links to all sorts of unsavory sites.

Set the notification to tell you when you receive a comment so you can have a look see
what it is. If you find your self being bombarded by a specific type of comment then you
should be able to use the blacklist to block it.

Media
As per your requirements

Privacy
Select the option you want but remember if you are trying to reach the public then you
need to select 'visible to everyone'.

Permalinks

This is where you can decide the naming convention for your blog posts, if you want the
post title to be used you can put /%postname%/ in the 'Custom Structure' box and then
of course you need to ensure this option is selected.

Miscellaneous
As per your requirements
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Useful Plugins __

Askimet - By Matt Mullenweg | Visit plugin site

All in One SEO Pack - By Michael Torbert | Visit plugin site

CommentLuv - By Andy Bailey | Visit plugin site

Evermore - Bennett McElwee | Visit plugin site

Share This - By ShareThis | Visit plugin site

Top Commentators Widget - By Lorna Timbah (WebGrrrl.net) | Visit plugin site

Where to Find Great WordPress Themes

One of my favorite places for free WordPress themes is wordpressthemesbase.com You will
get lots of fresh new themes to choose from and to ensure that you get a unique look to
your blog you can always edit the theme for different colours and fonts etc. Just make sure
you leave the information detailing the source of the theme so that you don't break the
copyright rules.

Another great source is freewpthemes.net

Blogging Tools

PhotoShop - all bloggers should utilise some sort of graphics editing package to make the
images you want more interesting and on topic. The recommended package is an industry
standard and you can find out more about it on A Good Time is Blog Time.
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Pointing Your Domain at a
Different Named Server in 123-Reg

If you decided to use Hostgator to host your blog and 123-Reg for your 'domain registration’,
you will need to change the named servers for your domain. To do this go to 123-Reg.co.uk
and logon to your control panel. Once in the control panel you select your domain name
from the drop down menu and then click on ‘Manage'.

L —

wirtual sfdvars dedicated sersei
[ i T U aded

Hello Username et o mign ot Demain search
Domain names Banya new domain &3 -
=
vaour domans Béogaude com £ [ Manage |
(R o sme N Click on* "
Manage:
ﬁ Docean Lanaleny Camam tenenily s Fiire T8 adip 15 AT
i e e
darmadion
o Tl
3 I Wi BLESEE] il *

Before you can change the nameserver you will need to unlock the domain, so click on
'‘Manage Domain Locking'.

@

mmmmmmmmm " Instar mmerce | vimsl servars | dedicsted sarvars
demaln names | emal | wel bhosting | SSL | Instanishe | ecommerce | vimsl serrars

L :;:-;mpaml tegout | # 4 nep

Access my InstantSite Account
Manage DNS

Web Forwarding
E-mail Management

Change Nameservers

Select ‘Manage
Domain Locking’

Mo Datails
Manage Domain Locking
Request Auth Code
Transter Domain 10 another 123-reg user
Display or Print an Involce
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As long as you had the correct domain name

selected when you started, you can now select
‘Unlock Domain' and then click 'Back to Control Panel'

T | el LS g | edn] | Clrduntl | BN E | O5NARCT LA | et g

1 :Ia- .mm -.1' ::;';nl panel r:-? logoaut . 8 heip

didicaled s
[ L

=
irstantshe | scommerce | viasl sereers |

A Eoer

domain names | emall | web hosting | S50

Domain lodiang alows: vou 12 bck a domain against iransfers and nameserser changes. This prevents
accidental chamges i the imporant deiails of your domain name, 85 i will need 1o be unbocked (an easy
process) bedore modifications will be accepted

This i a regestry lock, ot 8 123-reg ook This means it won't presant transfers to another 123.reg wser, only bo
another regestrar, .g Metwork Solutions.

Thaer cawmain bogaude.com is ncked
Select ‘Unlock domain’

Access my InstantSite Account
Manage DNS

Web Forwarding
Modify Contact Details
Manage Domain Locking
Request Auth Code

Transfer Domain to another 123-reg user
Display or Print an Invelce

Select ‘Change
Nameservers’
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All you need to do is to change the 2
nameservers in the boxes to the ones that you have been
given by Hostgator and then click on ‘Change Namservers'.

L= T L RN T T T T T VT 9 = =R L TN - T C - T T N T T W N TR

All set? Change name servers here

Enter new nameserver information:

Required
Namesenver 1. nsooochostgator com
Mamesemnver 2 nsaooodhostgator. com

Cptional:

Mameserver 3- Click on ‘Change

Nameserver 4° Nameservers’' when
you have entered the

[ Changa Namesaners f new names

Once you have done that scroll to the bottom of the page, click on 'Back to Control Panel’
and then go back into the Manage Domain Locking and select 'Lock Domain'. The changes
should then take place within 48 hours of you making the change.

So you can now log out and you will have your domain registered on 123-Reg and your blog
hosted on Hostgator, a winning combination | think. Oh and by the way you will be live on
the Internet so it is time to start posting. You do this in the 'wp-admin' screen under 'posts’
and by selecting 'Add New'. As you are new to blogging it will probably be best to use the
'Visual' tab to write your posts as this is very similar to a word processor.

'HAVE A GOOD TIME BLOGGING'because A
Good Time is Blog Time
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